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‘Somebody Loves You’ message
storms Vegas with Gospel mission
By Toni Terrell
Answer’s Editor-n-Chief
A 62-year-old radical,
once know as a violent, dangerous combatant is now
leading the force behind a
cutting-edge outreach movement of evangelistic events
geared to reach the lost by
any means necessary.
The Somebody Loves
You/Exit Concerts, scheduled to hit Las Vegas Saturday August 29th and Sunday
August 30th at the Thomas
& Mack Center, University
of Nevada Las Vegas, 4505
Maryland Parkway, is designed to reach those in darkness; and Raul Ries is leading the pack.
“The world is no longer
coming to the church for answers, so we are taking the
church to them through concerts in the local community,” said Ries, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel
Springs. “Somebody Loves
You is bringing the message
of hope, love and salvation
to the world, one community
at a time.”
The concerts, a derivative
of the Friday night concerts
that led to Ries’ conversion
in 1972, are driven by contemporary, upbeat, innovative music with the unusual
mix of Christian Latin artist
such as Salvador and
Fernando Ortega with rock
artists like Jeremy Camp,
Tree63 and P.O.D.
From the time Pastor Ries
received the Lord during the
Jesus People Movement at

Raul Ries meditates on the Word before he addresses the crowd at Desert Pines Golf Club.

the tent with Pastor Chuck
Smith, he developed a passion for wanting to reach
people with the Gospel. He
witnessed the success of
binging people of all cultures
and faiths together during
those concerts and soon began organizing his own versions at high schools and
parks with the same goal –
reaching the lost youth.
Effectively reaching the
world for Jesus Christ and
bringing more and more
people together to hear the
Word of God, souls were
saved and the small concert
outreaches grew to stadium
festivals. Those festivals,
which continued with cutting-edge Christian music
and a simplistic Gospel mes-

sage delivered by Pastor Ries
began to gain bigger venues;
ultimately South America
where they were re-named
Escape Festivals.
Seeing thousands of lives
changed and stadiums
packed out on the continent,
the events grew in popularity and eventually gave birth
to what is now known as
Somebody Loves You. “God’s
Word is powerful and is the
same yesterday, today and
forever,” Pastor Ries said.
Besides crossing the denominational lines, the concerts are reaching beyond racial schisms and attracting an
ethnically diverse audience;
holding concerts in cities
from Bucharest, Romania to
(See Loves You, Page 23)

Conference hopes to build mother/daughter
relationships through effective Christian teaching
By Patrice L. Coleman
The Answer Staff Writer
Mothers and daughters
around the valley are invited
to attend the You and Your
Girl conference with national
women’s speaker and bestselling author, Vicki
Courtney. The event, hosted
by LifeWay Christian Resources, one of the largest
providers of Christian products and services, will be held
October 24th at Cornerstone
Christian Fellowship in Las
Vegas.
“The purpose of the event
is to get mothers and daugh-

ters together and help mothers with their relationships in
teaching their daughters how
to live a godly lifestyle in a
not so godly world,” said
Corrina Church, co-city coordinator for the event. “With
the Internet, MySpace especially, and things like that, it
is difficult for a teenager to
live godly in this culture.”
Friendship classes, body
changes, and tips on seeking
God are a few of the age specific break-out sessions in
store for young ladies ages
10-18 (grades 5 – 12). During some of these sessions,

the girls will also engage in
discussions on worship,
prayer and reading the word
of God. While the daughters
are being equipped for empowerment, the mothers are

expected to receive an inspirational word from Courtney,
who is also known as a teen
culture expert.
“We want to reach the
hearts of mothers and daugh-

ters,” said Church. “We need
to get involved in what our
teenagers are going through.
It’s so important these days.”
In addition to the empowerment sessions, attendees
should expect a moving worship experience led by Christian recording artist, The
Sonflowerz, and not to mention an overall blessed ministry event. “We want this to
be the beginning of a transformation in their lives.
Hopefully, the mothers will
be encouraged and understand that we can make a dif(See Conference, Page 9)
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When Shift Happens Times and seasons

By Joel Garcia
International Church of Las Vegas
Special to the Answer
The title of this article probably
caught you off guard momentarily
and rightly so, the middle word
“shift” is one letter away from being considered profanity. However,
it just took the insertion of only one
letter to shift everything; the look,
feel and meaning of this article’s
title. Shift happens around us all the
time; sometimes we don’t even
know when it’s happening because
we are insensitive to our environment, spiritually dull or simply distracted by worldly amusements.
Shifts occur in an unseen world,
which manifest in the physical
world. The word shift is a verb
meaning to separate, change or divide.1 Shift is when something or
someone is relocated from one position or place to another. For instance, I remember when a pastor
left our church to work for another
ministry. Within a few years he rejoined our staff a second time but
within those few years of his absence our church had changed; it
wasn’t the same place he’d left a
few years ago. The church had
shifted to a higher plane of worship,
anointing, power and activity. It
didn’t take long for him to recognize he didn’t fit in anymore. He
patiently endured for a season and
unfortunately left again.
Everything shifts from time to
time; individuals make shifts in
their habits and behavior, marriages
must make shifts or else suffer decay, corporations make shifts in
strategy, and at times nations shift
from democratic forms of government to more totalitarian structures,
and vice-a-versa. When shift happens some things move forward
while other things stay the same,
when people prefer to stay in the
same place they miss an opportunity to grow, advance and experience life at another level. Those
who recognize and enter the new
shift, experience a partial or fuller
form of personal and corporate convergence. Leaders must understand
shift so they can get a pulse for
what’s changing and shifting in
their personal, workplace and spiritual environment.
The principle of shift is made
evident in a few words inserted into
a census report in 1 Chronicles
12:32. A short yet simple accolade
is attributed to the tribe of Issachar
who “understood the times and
knew what Israel should do...” 2
This tribe discerned the winds of
change before the remaining nine
tribes understood. Allow me to provide you with some context. This
period of Israel’s history was monumental in nature, a time when King
Saul’s men where at war with a
group of David’s followers. At this
time the kingdom was shifting from

PASTOR JOEL GARCIA
Saul’s hands over to David’s. Saul’s
power grip was weakening while
David’s power and influence increased day by day. Within a short
period of time only the southern
kingdom, Judah and Simeon, gave
David their allegiance. Seven years
later, the northern (the other ten
tribes) kingdom would follow suit
to unite the whole nation into one
entity. The reason for this slow buyin from the north was the lack of
cultivating a high level of spiritual
sensitivity and discernment, which
was required by Israel’s leaders.
Only the tribe of Issachar is credited for discerning this shift. They
were leaders of shift.
Shifts are not hard to follow if
leaders learn to discern spiritually
the winds of change, and look for
their purpose in that change. Many
possibilities happen during a shift,
I will cover only three essential areas:
When shift happens
things change
A shift creates change in the way
of people do “business” as usual. A
perfect example is found in Acts
17:6, when the apostle Paul and his
companions were accused of turning “cities upside down...” This
italicized phrase is a metaphor indicating that a dynamic shift had
occurred in the daily operational
affairs of doing life and business as
usual. A change in the spiritual climate over the city brought about a
shift in the natural operations of the
cities Paul and his companions traveled. God, through his obedient servants, brought about a power shift
in the struggle of spiritual powers
over these cities. The hand of Providence moves through history working to bring it to reflect his glory. If
we don’t pay attention and shift
when God changes gears we’ll become irrelevant to the culture we
are attempting to reach. It’s a sad
tale for those who don’t move with
history’s Storyteller.
A shift doesn’t mean we leave
our values at the door; rather, we
adapt to a new place and move with
a whole new agenda on a different
life cycle. For example, under the
current Presidential administration
we are moving into a new life cycle,
(See Garcia, Page 19)

By Pastor Deon Atkinson
New Bethany
Family Worship Center
In the word of God we are
encouraged by the book of Ecc
3:1, that there is a time and season for everything under the sun;
what is seen in the natural is a
reflection of the spiritual realm
and Our Lord God desires us to
know the changing of the seasons, as well as to know the times
we are living in.
In the book of 1 Chron 12:32,
the Bible gives the account of
King David’s men who were assembled. In that collection of
men, there was also the tribe of
Issachar. They had understanding of the times and they knew
what should be done. This
speaks to the picture of the blessing of the Holy Spirit being given
and poured out upon God’s
people. (Joel 2:28, Acts 2:1-4) It

PASTOR DEON ATKINSON
has always been the intention of
God, to have a people who could
understand their time and seasons
that they would be living in, times
of transition and change and
whether that change would be
stormy or calm. Still there remains
a promise of the Lord’s people coming into a place of rest. Hebrews

4:1 states that we have been given
the awesome gift of the Holy
Spirit, who can lead us into a progressive place of discovery, a discovery of purpose and destiny.
In the book of Psalms 102:13,
the writer speaks of the set time
of God that had come to His beloved Zion who were redeemed
by His Grace and Power. There
is the intention of the heart of God
to bring His people into a place
of divine awareness – an awareness that has a progressive and
maturing purpose that is meant to
bless the nations, because what
has been give unto the body of
Christ is meant to bring glory and
honor to the Most High God, who
wants His body of believers to
infect the world with the knowledge and glory of God.
In every place that souls are,
ours is the assignment of unfold(See Atkinson, Page 4)
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First valley-wide Christian
music festival on Sept. 19
More than 30 percent of
Nevada’s population is Christian.
To bring the Southern Nevada
Christian community together, Free
to Worship Ministries will host one
of the largest Christian outdoor
music festivals in Southern Nevada
history Sept. 19.
Nearly 10 bands and choirs from
local churches of various Christian
backgrounds will provide the entertainment for the half-day music festival.
“Our goal is to truly unite Southern Nevada Christians through music and fun, and we believe we have
great potential to make this a growing annual event,” said Eric Fligel,
president of Free to Worship Ministries, which is in the process of
obtaining 501(C)(3) status.
Participating churches so far include Calvary Chapel Spring Valley, Central Christian Church,
Community Lutheran Church, Cornerstone Christian Fellowship, The
Crossing, Spring Valley Assembly
of God, Trinity Life Center and
United Students Ministries.
Sponsorship opportunities are
available and are tax deductible.
Current sponsors include SOS Radio 90.5, a contemporary Christian
radio station owned by Faith Communications Corporation, a non-

profit corporation, Production Resource Group, LLC (PRG), the
world’s leading supplier of entertainment technology solutions and
Mommy Directory, a quarterly publication providing resources to parents in Southern Nevada.
All ticket proceeds will benefit
the Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Greater Las Vegas. To
make the music festival affordable
for individuals and families, tickets cost $5 each. To purchase tickets, visit iTickets.com and search
any Las Vegas/Henderson zip code.
A charge of $4 is added per receipt
by iTickets, so people are encouraged to purchase tickets for friends
and family all at once.
“We chose to donate the proceeds to Ronald McDonald House
because several of our planning
committee members had either
been touched directly by the organization or known someone who
had been,” Fligel said. “That personal connection was important to
us. We wanted to give back to an
organization that had done so much
for not just those we love – but for
the nearly 2,000 other families the
organization has helped since its
local establishment in 1998.”
Ronald McDonald House
CharitiesÆ (RMHC) of Greater Las

Vegas creates and supports programs that directly improve the
health, education and well-being of
children in the Las Vegas Valley
community. The Ronald McDonald
House of Greater Las Vegas is the
cornerstone program of RMHC and
provides temporary housing for
families that travel to Las Vegas to
receive critical medical treatment
for their children.
For more information about
Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Greater Las Vegas, visit
www.rmhlv.com.
The music festival will take
place at the Clark County Amphitheater – located at 500 South
Grand Central Parkway. Doors
open at 1 p.m., and the first performance will begin at 2 p.m.
In addition to music, the festival will also include a variety of
food vendors and family-friendly
entertainment.
Founded in 2009 and in the process of becoming a 501(C)(3) organization, Free to Worship Ministries is dedicated to uniting Southern Nevada Christians through music.
For more information on Free to
Worship Ministries or the Free to
Worship ’09 music festival, visit
www.freetoworshiplv.com.

God who have grown and matured
in the spirit and character of their
elder brother Christ Jesus.
It is seen in this revelation of the
will of God that He would have a
family, that would come into their
own – meaning their season of
growth and maturity would fully
reflect the person and life of Jesus
Christ, in every way that the Father
has intended, to live the life he
Lived, and to do the things He did,
to advance the kingdom of their
God, through persistent and deliberate action and purpose, to reach
and to impact every life that they
might come in contact with, “one
life at a time” because God is a covenant God.
He desires His people to be the
same and to establish lasting relationships with those who desire to
come into a covenant with Him and
His covenant people because what
we have been given is relationship
and not religion.
The times and seasons of God
have a desired outcome that has
been intended from the foundations
of the world itself. It is the will of
the Most High God to have a people
who can “see” not just a casual sight
of the eyes, but a true sight of the
spirit – one of perception and understanding – to look beyond the
fleshly, and to relate what is given

from the invisible, to pour it out into
the visible realm, with a desire to
expect what God has always intended for earth to see and know.
“His Kingdom Come, His Will
Be Done on Earth as it is in
Heaven” – this is the real purpose
of seeing into the spiritual realm,
that is to agree and “call those
things that be not as though they
were” (Amos 3:3, Romans 4:17).
This with understanding God’s due
seasons, that is seen in His word,
Ps 1:3, Isa 50:4, Ps 104:27 Pro
15:23, Matt 24:45, Lu 12:42, Gal
6:9
We must learn that it is in the
heart of God to reveal and manifest
His desires and will sto all mankind,
that they all may know His love and
grace, that He has shown in the giving of His Beloved Son Jesus
Christ, Eph 1:2-14, 2:4-10, Rom 8:
31-32.
It Is your Time And Season in
the Lord to come to know, what it
is that the Lord has intended to do
to you and through you, and that all
things are possible to those who
believe and trust Him to finish what
he has started in their lives, Matt
17:20, Phil 1:6, Be all that the Lord
has intended you to be, because
truly greater is He that is in you than
anything or anybody that is in this
world, 1 John 4:4.

Atkinson
(Continued from Page 3)
ing the light and grace of God
through the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given unto
us to direct and to teach us the desired plans and purposes of God the
Father, as seen through the times
and seasons of the spiritual realm.
They would be disclosed and unfolded to the body of Christ, to give
insights and guidance into the goings and flow of the prophetic, because the prophetic is the inheritance of the saints (Acts 3:25). This
is meant to bless and edify the
church of Jesus Christ, to bring it
into its intended purpose and destiny (Gen 1:26,28).
In order to learn the times and
seasons, there first must be a hunger and thirst, for the fountain of life
itself Christ Jesus our Lord, because
he is the source of all knowledge
and understanding, (Deut 29:29, Pro
25:2, Matt 13:11,) found only in
Christ are the rivers of prophetic
glory and light, that He has meant
to pour out through His people the
Church. It is in the mind and heart
of God, that His children would
grow into sons, sons who could be
trusted with the treasures of the prophetic.
Prophetic times and seasons are
meant to be known and given to the
body of Christ through the sons of

Wayne Whiteman gives young people school supplies, Word of God and
love during his Philippines Mission trip.

Book store owners lead
Philippines Missions Trip
By Brigitte Solvie
Special to the Answer
Who said mission work is dead?
Wayne and Cindee Whiteman,
owners of Heavensent Christian
books and Gifts spent 15 days in
the Philippines ministering to the
lost and encouraging the saved.
Wayne, who has been leading mission teams for more than 13 years,
said this year was the largest traveling team with fifteen members.
“There is never enough preparations to prepare a team for their
initial twenty-three hour plane ride,
foreign cultures, their foods and of
course hours of van rides through
some of the roughest roads on earth.
Even though we had our challenges,
the blessings we all received out-

weighed them all,” he said.
This year’s trip was coined “Operation Compassion.” The team
traveled to rural villages where they
shared the love of Jesus through
games, spiritual songs, and a powerful drama describing how easy it
is for a Christian to be pulled back
into the world when confronted
with the temptations of this world.
Every event was closed by an inspiring message of hope and deliverance followed by a time of prayer
where hundreds of kids and adults
accepted Jesus as their Lord and
Savior.
Many were delivered from all
sorts issues ranging from sickness
and sin, and some offered prayers
(See Whiteman, Page 10)
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Local market offers affordable alternatives for seniors
By Patrice L. Coleman
The Answer Staff Writer
Waiting in the meat line for pork
chops, steak, turkey breast, chicken,
and catfish around 10:30 in the
morning on the second Friday of
each month has its perks – if you’re
55 and older. That’s because
Jimmy’s Cheyenne Market and the
Martin Luther King Senior Center,
have teamed up to offer seniors in
the Las Vegas area an unforgettable
grocery shopping experience, at an
affordable price.
“We have the opportunity to get
together and bond with some of the
seniors and get a feel for what they
need, the type of foods they want,
and we try to offer it to them at a
nice price,” said Jimmy Banks,
owner of Jimmy’s. “We package it
up and sell it cheap.”
The meat package deal, as it is
known, offers seniors nutritional
options for preparing meals at
home, which is an essential part of
the dietary health classes and, in
part, the basis of the collaboration.
In an effort to not only teach, but
most importantly provide healthy
nutrition, the center offers nutritional program services like fitness,
exercise, and eating lifestyles.
“Some of the seniors were having
some obstacles getting the types of
food they needed, affordably, to
supplement their households,” said
Ida Davis, manager of the MLK
senior center. “So, we thought it
would be really good to patronize
businesses within our own community. Ones that the seniors were familiar with, felt comfortable with,
and more so, ones that have traditional-like settings like Jimmy’s.”
Maintaining a standard, Banks

makes it clear that his packaged
meat is different than other prepackaged meals for seniors. “Other
places have food that has been donated to them, which they put together and sort of create a meal for
the seniors. But here, they see it is
fresh and they see it is packaged
right before their eyes,” said Banks.
“Even if it is pre-wrapped, it has just
been wrapped, so it is fresh. That’s
the difference between our packages and others.”
It is indeed a difference that is
so greatly appreciated and accepted
by those at the center. “Because the
meat is fresh, not already frozen,
our seniors can go home and repackage it and restore it, which
we’ve taught in one of our previ-

ous classes, the importance of food
safety,” said Davis. “Some of those
old mindsets of thawing meat on the
counter and putting food in the
freezer without labeling it are not
really good ideas. So we’re taking
it from a very core essential point,
helping them supplement their
household, helping them get
healthy nutrition, making sure the
food is safe, thawing it properly,
labeling it properly, and cooking to
the right temperatures.”
Keeping with the tradition of
social interaction at the center, seniors maintain the same attitude as
they caravan to the market once a
month. “We look at it as a social
event and just an all around opportunity for us to even get to know

our seniors better,” said Davis. “I
love the aspect that the center is just
one big family. The seniors as well,
are one big family.”
As many communities build and
bridge what is often described as a
family, friendly atmosphere, over
the years, Banks has created and
maintained great rapport with the
seniors who frequent his market.
“Many of them I’ve waited on over
the years, so they welcome me because they kind of raised me up in
the business. Even a lot of the new
seniors who don’t really know who
I am, my first time meeting them is
like I’ve been knowing them for a
long time anyway because of the
warm embrace, the welcome, and
the love that’s shown,” said Banks.
“Whenever they come in, it’s always enjoyable. It’s like going to
your grandparent’s house or something like that because you’re
around all these wise people who
are so nice and cheery.”
Not only has Banks embraced
the seniors in the community, but
he also establishes lasting relationships. “Business is business and it’s
gonna always be, but you want to
get something above and beyond
just business, you want that relationship from the seniors and other
individuals who just need that love
and can appreciate that love and
attention,” said Banks. “And the
seniors deserve it. It’s well deserving because they make up this community. They guided and directed
us as we were coming up, so we
want to continue building that relationship with them.”
Although the program is still in
its early stages, Banks hopes this
program will open doors for other

businesses to find a way to accommodate and reach out to the seniors
in the community. “It would be nice
if others would join in and create a
different kind of program that’s
beneficial to the seniors,” said
Banks. “You know, the more the
merrier.”
In addition to other businesses
establishing a variety of options for
the seniors, Banks is gearing toward
an even more beneficial program
within the current meat package
deal. “We’re trying to work something out so we can offer it hopefully every week. Maybe have a
senior Wednesday or a senior
Thursday, something like that,” said
Banks. “We’re also trying to connect and go to the senior housing
to deliver food to them and try to
accommodate them in that capacity. Sometimes they’re not able to
come down here to the market, so
we want to be able to deliver to their
homes.”
As both Banks and Davis work
toward perfecting the program as it
continues to grow, they realize, it’s
a work in progress. “As we grow,
we want to grow together with the
senior center and hopefully we can
make it a lot bigger and a lot better,” said Banks. “The bigger and
stronger we get, the more opportunities we have to present them with
different products and better pricing. Just making a win-win situation; for us, because we enjoy having them here, and also for them,
hopefully they enjoy being here.”
Jimmy’s Cheyenne Market is
located at 1370 West Cheyenne
Avenue in North Las Vegas. The
Martin Luther King Senior Center
is located at 2420 N Martin Luther
King Blvd #B in North Las Vegas.

